ARE YOU PREPARED? IMMEDIATE CARE FOR YOUR DOGS IN CASE OF PERSONAL EMERGENCY
GAIL LABERGE, Atlanta Obedience Club, Inc.
  While most of us have given great thought to what happens to our dogs after we die, do we also have preparations in place for sudden illness, accident, or sudden death? Having the care of our dogs in our wills is important, but before that will is read and 
probated, it is very important that the first people to enter your home have the necessary information, readily available, to immediately care for your dogs. This information needs to be posted in a prominent location, normally where your dogs are kenneled.
SOME INFORMATION TO HAVE IMMEDIATELY AVAILABLE

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY


1. A list of at least three people who are authorized to take your dogs with them if necessary. You can have more if you prefer. This should include all phone numbers, addresses, and e-mail addresses of the individuals. The individuals should be listed in the order in which you prefer the dogs released.
2. The crate for each dog should have that dog’s name on it.
3. A list containing the following information for each dog:
· A brief description of each dog’s physical appear-ance and a photo if possible.
· The dog’s call name and registered name.
· The dog’s age and weight.
· The type and location of food the dog is on, how much they are given, and the daily feeding schedule. If any supplements are given, be it something as simple as yogurt, they also need to be listed.

· If the dog is on any type of medication, that medication should be listed, along with its locations and the medication protocol. This includes Heartworm Preventive and any flea/tick treatments.
· A description of each dog’s temperament and any special considerations.
· If you have multiple dogs a compatibility list should be provided.
· A description of each dog’s exercise routine.
· A list of any special considerations necessary for the care of dogs, such as deafness, impaired vision, and other physical ailments.
None of us want to think of someone having to suddenly come in to take care of our dogs, but the above basic information will ensure that should the need arise, your dog’s basic needs and routine can be provided for without traumatic interruption.
